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I n troduction:  

As this work contains just over a hundred and seventy pages it can only be an 
introduction to the massive and diverse topic that is Art Deco. Considering the 
many diverse art forms its practitioners embraced and how it covered most of 
the globe for twenty years, this work cannot be anything else. Can any work be 
anything else? Considering how this style was heavily influenced by many 
cultures and hundreds of prominent individuals, writing comprehensively on 
the topic is almost impossible. Charlotte and Tim Benton with Ghislaine Wood 
gave that idea a good try, editing Art Deco 1910-1939. (2003). Forty 
contributions by themselves and other specialists dealt with an extraordinary 
number of aspects, many of them underused. Art Deco in India, South Africa, 
Mexico, Australia and the Far East was included. Specialist contributions dealt 
with topics as diverse as metal working techniques in 1920s America, 
Hollywood films, the Tutankhamun fad and British ceramics. Even so, even 
with 461 large pages on the topic, much was left out. Unless multiple large fat 
volumes are published any aspect of the topic must be left incomplete.  

Given these limitations I have tried to capture the flavour of the era, capturing 
its diversity, energy, whimsicality and sensuality. Many illustrations that did 
that could not be used on copyright grounds, but enough worthwhile 
illustrations are still free.        

          Enjoy.     
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Art from the Earl y Period  1895- 1914  

          
     By SiefkinDR -  Art et Decoration Magazine, 1914, Public Domain,      
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=52114706 

      

https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=52114706
https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiHmLa-9czZAhVDEawKHZtzBJYQjRx6BAgAEAY&url=https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_Martin_(artist)&psig=AOvVaw30oEgowkOytqtep_pi96rT&ust=1520054967312135
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     Charles Martin ĳSports and DiversionsĴ 1914. Wikipedia 
    

    

   Two illustations by Georges Lepape from Wikipedia.  Above. ĳThe Three 
Robes.Ĵ 1913. Below. Two dresses designed by Paul Poiret in 1911. 

  

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Trois_robes_Lepape_1913.png?uselang=fr
https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjj-ueFoIfaAhXJS7wKHfcCBDMQjRx6BAgAEAU&url=https://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/Georges_Lepape&psig=AOvVaw0eBAqw2PD5Trz2dNY119UY&ust=1522059325495567
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                  Georges Lepape. A 1919 Magazine cover for Vanity Fair. Wikipedia 

 

Lepape would create many ilustrations for the American magazines Vogue and 
Vanity Fair. He would migrate to America in 1926  and stay busy in the art 
world there for the rest of his life. 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwi18ZK_oIfaAhWGS7wKHXdtCjQQjRx6BAgAEAU&url=https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Vanity_Fair_cover_by_Georges_Lepape_1919.jpg&psig=AOvVaw0eBAqw2PD5Trz2dNY119UY&ust=1522059325495567
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Piere BrissaudĴs depiction of a 1914 French garden party.  Wikimedia .The use 
of shadow and detailed background would be unusual in the new style. 

        
James MacNeill Whistler. The Peacock Room. 1876-1877. Wikimedia. The 
combination of exotic opulence, bold colour and uncluttered space was to be 
frequent in Art Deco. WhistlerĴs ideas and practice would be an inspiration to 
the new movement.  

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjppor4rInaAhVFfrwKHW0YA_4QjRx6BAgAEAU&url=https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Ch%C3%A9ruit_robe_de_garden_party-1914.jpg&psig=AOvVaw0LzRUpUaHY8NHHKjPWkmA8&ust=1522131790423172
https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiV1abwsInaAhWMUrwKHfOvCloQjRx6BAgAEAU&url=https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Art_Nouveau&psig=AOvVaw25GaOJVSGzexCcs-CiOdbP&ust=1522132826592061
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                           Paul Iribe and examples of his art.  

 

All three images on this page are courtesy of Wikimedia  
 

                   

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjip-ar8cfZAhWIa7wKHYzyAPsQjRx6BAgAEAY&url=https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paul_Iribe&psig=AOvVaw2DIl7wVynhzsVOj9xv2dUt&ust=1519882283551920
https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiWuYjYhsjZAhUBNpQKHdB7DPUQjRx6BAgAEAY&url=https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paul_Iribe&psig=AOvVaw01eaEeHnFOpaG2GsmTyKY8&ust=1519888141260583
https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjR5-eih8jZAhUJoJQKHc5ADvMQjRx6BAgAEAY&url=https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Iribe_Les_Robes_de_Paul_Poiret_p.27.jpg&psig=AOvVaw2lIezzCxmjf-LeyFDg6-eY&ust=1519888298386587
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These two examples show IribeĴs gift for caricature and his taste for he bizarre. 
Both illustrations are courtesy of The Red List. 
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Early works which show an Art Deco appearance before the style became a 
dominant force include an American lamp by Louis Comfort Tiffany (1848-
1933), an advertising poster for an 1894 French Exhibition by Camille Martin 
(1861-1898)  and two 1907 works by Spanards, Juan Gris and Pablo Picasso. 
All four illustrations are from Wikipedia. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiunsDRpsTZAhXENpQKHbeyDTcQjRx6BAgAEAY&url=https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Camille_Martin&psig=AOvVaw0_Z2R14TOijKSFUcHQS25M&ust=1519759205478626
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Pablo Picasso (1881 -1973) ĳHead of a Sleeping Woman.Ĵ 1907  

 

Juan Gris (1887-1927) ĳThe 1st of May in the Kursal.Ĵ 1907  

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjR1JaCs8TZAhXHj5QKHWA5D2oQjRx6BAgAEAY&url=https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Les_Demoiselles_d'Avignon&psig=AOvVaw1JQ9lArBExyt4MakjGUp0X&ust=1519762141074959

